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The  opening  service  of  the  second  Anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Bible  Society  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  was  held  at 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Augusta,  G-a.,  April  20th,  1864,  at  8 
o'clock,  P  M.  The  preliminary  exercises  consisted  in  singing  part 
of  the  19th  Psalm,  "The  Heavens  declare  Thy  glory,  Lord,"  prayer 
by  the  Eev.  H.J.  Adams,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  reading  the 
Scriptures.  These  were  followed  by  a  sermon  from  the  Rev.  Dr. 
T.  V  Moore,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Richmond,  Va.,  from  Matt. 
iv.  4  :  "Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God."* 


THURSDAY,  April  21st. 
The  Society  convened  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  The  President  of  the  Society,  Hon.  Joseph  Henry  Lumpkin, 
not  being  in  attendance,  or  either  the  Vice-Presidents,  on  motion 
of  the  Rev  Dr.  Wilson,  the  Hon.  0.  J.  Jenkins,  of  Augusta,  was 
appointed  President  pro  tern.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson  conducted  the 
religious  service. 


*Itis  proper  to  say,  that  in  rendering  this  excellent  service  for  the  Society, 
Dr.  Moore  kindly  yielded  to  an  unexpected  request ;  for  Dr.  B.  M.  Palmer  had 
been  engaged  to  preach  on  the  occasion  ;  but,  he  was  prevented  from  being 
present,  because  of  a  recent  order  inhibiting  travel  on  any  of  theEailroads  be- 
tween Augusta  and  Richmond,  a  military  necessity  making  it  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  appropriate  all  the  transportation  to  its  own  uses.  The  same 
fact,  doubtless,  prevented  the  attendance  of  members  from  the  States  North  of 
Georgia — except  Dr.  Moore,  who  had  been  some  time  in  this  State.  The  fact 
is  worthy  of  record,  that  posterity  may  know,  that  even  while  our  Confederacy 
is  in  the  agcny  of  a  life  and  death  struggle,  the  servants  of  God  are  trying  to 
urge  forward  their  work,  as  though  there  were  no  war. 
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,    Members  from  the  States  of  Virginia,    Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Louisiana  had  their  names  enrolled. 

The  Society  then  called  for  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers.  This  document  was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre. 
tary,  Rev.  Dr.  Myers,  as  follows  : 

REPORT. 

That  gracious  Providence,  which,  amid  all  the  perils  of  a  destruc- 
tive war,  has  preserved  our  young  Republic  from  overthrow,  not- 
withstanding the  frequent  disasters  of  the  past  year,  adds  to  the 
many  mercies  bestowed  on  us  further  cause  for  gratitude*  and 
praise,  by  permittiug  the  Bible  Society  of  the  Confederate  States 
to  convene  again  in  annual  session  ;  and  the  Board  of  Managers 
in  reporting  their  second  year's  labors  to  the  Society,  would  first  of 
all  record  their  grateful  sense  of  obligation  to  Almighty'  G-od  for 
all  His  loving  kindness . 

SUPPLIES  OP  THE  SCRIPTURES. 

In  the  Report  of  last  year,  the  correspondence  of  the'  Board  with 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was  given,  and  the  plan  de- 
tailed, by  which  it  was  believed  we  could  get  a  large  supply  of  the 
Scriptures  from  that  Society.  About  the  time  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  the  first  shipment  from  the  B.  &  F.  B.  Society  was  re- 
ceived ;  and  other  shipments  came  forward  quite  regularly  for  two 
or  three  months,  until  43  cases  of  books  had  reached  us.  Then 
there  was  a  suspension  of  receipts  until  Dec.,  when  5  more  cases 
were  received — making  48  in  all.  This  suspension  was  occasioned 
by  no  fault  of  the  B.  &  F.  B.  Society,  but  resulted  from  the  difficul- 
ty of  obtaining  transportation  from  Nassau  to  our  blockaded  ports. 
That  Society  continued  to  send  forward  shipments  regularly  until 
Sept.  16th,  when  92  cases  had  been  forwarded — 44  of  which  have 
not  reached  us  ;  nor  is  it  known  whether  it  is  because  they  have 
not  been  reshipped  to  us,  or  whether,  having  been  forwa  rded, 
they  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  U.  S  cruisers.  By  these. ship- 
ments the  noble  proffer  of  a  credit  of  $15,000  to  this  Society  by  the 
B.  &  F.  B.  Society  was  exhausted  ;  but  not  the  kindness  and  the 
Christian  courtesy  of  its  officers.  The  Rev.  Chas.  Jackson,  its 
Secretary,  generously  wrote  that  if  the  Board  wished  to  extend  its 
credit,  it  need  not  hesitate  to  apply  for  the  extension  ;  for  though 
he  could  not  officially  proffer  it,  yet  he  would  cheerfully  advocate  a 


grant  of  further  credit,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Directors  of 
the  Society  would  as  cheerfully  accord  it. 

The. obstacles  in  the  way  of  importing  our  books  do  not  seem 
likely  to  be  removed.  After  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  who  were 
bringing  them  in  for  us,  had  sold  their  steamers,  the  Chicora  Ex. 
&  Im.  Co.  brought  over  one  shipment,  and  generously  remitted  the 
freight,  after  it  had  been  paid.  Messrs.  J.  F.  &  Co.  also  declined  to 
render  bill  of  charges  for  the  last  shipment  brought  on  their  steam- 
ers. Subsequently,  W  C.  Bee,  Esq.,  kindly  acquiesced  in  a  re- 
quest to  afford  assistance  to  the  Board  in  bringing  its  shipments 
fromT'Jassau,  and  he  further  proffered  to  import  them  free  of  charge. 

In  December,  5  cases  came  to  hand  on  one  of  the  steamers  of  the 
Bee  Co.  Since  then,  none  have  been  received  ;  and  now  a  recent 
act  of  Congress  respecting  importations  increases  our  difficulties,  un- 
less some  arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  Government  to  secure 
tonnage.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  this  effect  ;  but  the  ar- 
rangement has  not'  yet  been  perfected.  If  it  can  be  done,  and  we 
can  within  any  reasonable  time  bring  forward  these  44  cases,  (pro- 
vided they  have  not  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,)  the  Board  will 
have  a  large  number  of  volumes  ordered  expressly  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  soldier.     • 

PUBLISHING  THE  SCRIPTURES. 

As  soon  as  the  Board  found  there  was  an  interruption  in  the  im- 
portation of  the  Scriptures,  and  that  it  could  no  longer  rely  upon 
receiving  regular  shipments,  it  resolved  again  to  see  what  could  be 
done  toward  publishing  another  edition  of  the  New  Testament  and 
Psalms,  from  its  own  stereotype  '-dates.  In  August,  it  weighed 
maturely  the  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  procuring  a  press  and 
other  material,  and  of  undertaking  for  itself  the  work  of  publishing  ; 
but  after  full  consideration,  it  reached  the  conclusion,  in  view  of 
all  difficulties  that  presented  themselves,  that  this  plan  was  not 
likely  to  prove  successful.  It  was,  therefore,  dismissed,  and  the 
Board  resolved  to  engage  for  this  work,  if  possible,  some  publish- 
ing house  already  having  all  the  material  and  workmen  necessary 
for  the  purpose. 

Accordingly,  early  in  September,  the  Board  advertised  exten- 
sively for  proposals  to  publish  an  edition  of  100,000  copies  of  the 
New  Testament  and  Psalms.     Two  months  passed  and  no   bid   was 
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made.  Then  the  very  responsible  publishing  house  of  Evans  & 
Cogswell  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  was  solicited  to  undertake  the  con- 
tract, which  with  some  reluctance  on  account  of  its  numerous  en- 
gagements, it  consented  to  do,  and  with  its  accustomed  energy  im- 
mediately set  about  making  preparations  for  the  proposed  edition 
to  be  ready  for  delivery  in  instalments  of  25,000.  copies  each.  But 
numberless  difficulties  have  intervened,  and  up  to  this  time  this 
house  has  been  unable  to  fill  its  engagements  ;  though  there  is 
reason  for  believing  that  the  first  25,000  are  nearly  ready  for  de- 
livery. 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Almost  all  the  volumes  the  Board  has  distributed  have  gone  to 
the  soldiers.  It  has  been  a  subject  of  deep  regret,  that  the  con- 
stant and  urgent  demand  of  our  brave  defenders  for  the  word  of 
life  could  not  be  supplied.  Perhaps  no  martial  host  ever  gathered 
upon  the  earth  has  been  so  deeply  or  generally  influenced  by  re- 
ligious truth  as  has  the  Army  of  the  Confederacy,  during  the  last 
eighteen  months .  The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  wonderfully  ar- 
rested the  attention  of  the  soldiers,  and  has  asserted  control  over 
their  habits  to  such  a  degree  as  to  add  many'  confirmatory  proofs  of 
the  presence  of  the  supernatural  in  the  religion  of  Christ.  As  a 
legitimate  result,  men  of  all  classes  and  of  every  variety  of  charac- 
ter are  asking  for  the  Scriptures,  that  they  may  study  for  them- 
selves the  facts  and  doctrines  and  read  for  themselves  the  precepts 
and  promises  of  Christianity.  It  has  been. a  constant  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  growing  want ;  how  inadequately  it 
has  been  done,  may  be  inferred  from  the  f-tatement  already  made  of 
the  difficulties  it  has  had  to  encounter. 

The  Board,  however,  has  done  something  toward  this  result — 
however  little  it  may  appear,  when  compared  with  what  hope  may 
have  anticipated,  or  religious  zeal  might  have  usefully  employed. 
This  little  we  place  here  upon  record  as  a  memorial  of  our  scant 
progress  during  the  past  year. 

The  Board  has  received  since  last  Report : 

Franklin  Printing  House  (one  edition) 8,881  vols. 

"    B.  &P.  Bible   Society '. 52,51*7  vols. 

Making  total  for  the  year 61,398  vols.. 


Cf  these,  60,898  volumes  have  been   disposed  of.     Putting  to- 
gether the  work  of  the  two  years,  and  we  find  it  to  be  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Volumes  N.  T.  &   P's.   published 10,641 

"  imported  (1862)  Am.  B.  Society,   edition 5,215 

B.  &  F.  B.   Society 52,511 


Total  No,   of  Volumes 128,433 

Sold  in  1862-63 * 65,818 

"    "  1863-64 60,898 

126,116 

Leaving  on  hand   (vols) 1,651 

These  Scriptures  have  been  distributed  as  widely  as  possible.  A 
very  considerable  number  were  sent  across  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  we  trust  they  reached  their  destination.  During  the  year,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  came  from  beyond  the  river  to  apply  to  the 
Board  for  its  sanction  to  a  scheme  for  making  collections  in  that 
section,  investing  the  funds  in  cotton  to  be  shipped  from  Matamo- 
ras,  Mex.,  and  the  proceeds  of  its  sale  returned  in  the  Scriptures. 
To  this  plan  the  Board  could  give  only  its  best  wishes  for  success, 
which  it  did  without  assuming  any  pecuniary  responsibility.  Short- 
ly, however,  after  Mr.  B.  returned  home,  the  occupancy  of  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  by  the  Federals,  suspended  all  operations  in  that  di- 
rection. 

AGENTS. 

The  Rev.  E.  A.  Bolles  is  continued  as  the  sole  Agent  of  the  So- 
ciety. His  well  known  zeal  in  the  cause  and  his  great  success  in 
making  collections  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation,  and 
entitle  him  to  the  gratitude  of  all  the  friends  of  Bible  distribution. 
The  Rev.  Br.  J.  N.  Waddell  was  an  agent,  when  the  Society  last 
met,  but  very  soon  afterward  he  was  appointed  to  a  special  duty 
by  his  Church,  and  he  resigned  the  ageney,  except  in  so  far  as  he 
might  find  opportunity  to  serve  the  Society  in  his  new  field  of  labor. 
This  he  kindly  proffered  to  do,  without  compensation. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

The  Report  of  G.  M.  Thew,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  properly  audited  by 
the  Finance  Gommittee  is  appended.  From  this  document  wc  learn 
that  the  income  of  the  year  has  been— 
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From  Members  (An.  &  Life)&L.   Directors $24,000  00 

"     donations 18,U0  85 

"     sales  for  books  already  delivered .  ...     36,425  35 

"     sales  to  be   delivered 10,247  03 

"     interest 5,516  48 


Making  a  total  of 1 $94,329  U 

The  expenditures  have  been 

For  Freight ) $13,899  55 

For  Printing 3,324  18 

For  incidental  expences 1,313  93 

Forint.  and  prem,  on  bonds 5,600  00 

: $30,131  66 


Balance  of  receipts  for  1863-64 . 64,192  05 

To  this  add  balance  at  last  report 40,532  59 


Gives  a  balance  of  funds  on  hand  of $104,124  64 


This  is  invested  thus  :— in  1-30  Treas.  Notes 95,000  00 

In  4  per  cent.  Bonds 3,500  00 

Cash 6,224  64 

Out  of  this  sum  the  Society  is  to  pay  for  the  edition  of  Testaments 

and  Psalms  now  publishing — and  when  opportunity  offers,   for  the 

books  purchased  of  the  B.  &  F.  B.  Society. 

CHANGES  IN   THE  CONSTITUTION. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  it  was  referred  to  the  Board  to 
inquire  whether  any  changes  in  the  Constitution  may  be  necessary  to 
give  increased  efficiency  to  the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  to  re- 
port thereon  at  this  meeting.  After  careful  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject the  Board  reached  the  conclusion,  that  at  the  present  time  it 
does  not  seem  desirable  or  necessary  to  propose  any  alterations  in 
the  Constitution. 

BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 
One  vacancy  in  the  Board  occurred  during  the  year,  by  the  re- 
signation of  Rev,  A.  T.  Mann,  D.  D.,  on  account  of  frequent  neces- 
sary absence  from  the  city.  The  Rev.  W  H.  Potter  was  elected  to 
fill  this  vacancy.  By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  the  term  of 
service  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  now  expires :  Rev. 
J.  R.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev,  W  J.  Hard,  Rev.  W.  H.  Clarke,  G.  M. 
Thew,  D.  R.  Wright.  Dr.  L.  D.  Ford,  Dr.  J.  Milligan,.D.  B.  Plumb, 
W  L.Mitchell,  E.  L.  Kerris.on,  W.C.  Means  and  J.E.  Broome. 


In  conclusion  the  Board  must  express  the  regret  which  every 
member  feels,  that  so  little  has  been  done  in  so  great  a  work,  and 
offers  a  fervent  prayer  to  Almighty  God  that  He  will  at  no  distant 
day  vouchsafe  to  our  suffering  and  expectant  countrymen  that  peace 
which  shall  open  the  way  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  and 
every  other  enterprise  of  Christianity,  designed  to  bring  the  world  to 
Christ  for  an  inheritance  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for 
his  possession. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

On  Motion  of  Eev.  Dr.  Moore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  just  read  be  adopted  ;  and  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Managers  for  ac- 
complishing so  much  as  they  have  done,  under  the  trying  circum- 
stances, by  which  they  have  been  surrounded. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hard,  a  Committee-  consisting  of  Dr. 
Moore,  Rev.  Jesse  Wood,  of  Ala.,  and  F.  Stringer,  Esq.,  of  La.,  wa 
appointed  to  nominate  candidates  to  fill  the  vacancies  now  occurring 
in  the  Board  of  Managers.  The  Committee  retired,  and  on  their 
returning  and  reporting,  the  Society  proceeded  to  an  election  for 
officers,  as  follows :  Hon.  James  M.  Chambers,  of  .Columbus,  Ga , 
President  ;  Managers,  Rev.  J.  R.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W,  J.  Hard, 
Rev.  W  H.  Clarke,  G.  M.  Thew,  Esq.,  D.  R.  Wright,  Esq.,  Dr.  L. 
D.  Ford,  Dr.  Jos.  Milligan,  Hon.  C.  J.  Jenkins,  D.  B.  Plumb,  Esq., 
of  Ga.  ;  Rev.  C.  P  Gadsden,  S.  C.  ;  E.  Nye  Hutchinson,  N.  C.  ; 
and  Rev.  Donald  Fraser,  Fla. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Chambers  was  then  invited  to  the  chair.     On  taking 

t  O 

it,  he  briefly  a*hd  appropriately  addressed  the  Society,  on  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work  in  which  it  is  engaged,  expressing  his  unfeigned 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  by  the  appointment. 

Rev,  Dr.  Moore  moved  to  strike  out  the  2nd'  paragraph  of  Sec. 
IV  of  the  Constitution,  viz  :  "The  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  the 
presiding  officers  of,  or  be  appointed  by,  the  State  Societies,  Asso- 
ciations, or  Conventions.  In  a  failure  to  appoint,  from  whatever 
cause,  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  make  the  appointment." 

He  further  moved  to  insert  in  Sec.  Vl  "and  Vice-Presidents,"  af- 
ter the  word  "Presidents,"  so  that  the  section  may  read  :  "The 
officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  elected  by  ballot ;  the  President  and 
Vice-Presidents,  annually,"  etc.  The  motions  were  seconded,  and 
laid  on  the  table  till  the  next  annual  meeting,  as  the  Constitution 
requires. 
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The  Rev.  J.  Wood  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  we  have  heard  and  would  heed  the  calls  made  from  the 
Army  for  Bibles  and  Testaments  with  which  to  supply  those  sol- 
diers, whose  homes  are  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  others 
who  are  destitute,  but  finding  great  difficulty  in  meeting  this  demand 
by  either  publishing  or  importing  the  Scriptures,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  issue  a 
Circular  Address  to  ministers  of  all  denominations  requesting  them 
to  collect  from  their  congregations  such  Bibles  and  Testaments  as 
may  be  spared,  and  to  send  them  to  the  Bible  Depository  for  dis- 
tribution in  the  Army. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Moore,  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Virginia  Bible  Socie- 
ty, made  an  interesting  and  gratifying  report  of  the  work  done  by 
the  Society  in  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  obtained  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  through  the  agency  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hoge,  during  his  visit  to  England.  The  Virginia  Bible  Society 
has  given  out  9,000  Bibles,  10,000  Testaments,  and  50,000  parts  of 
Scriptures,  (gospels)  to  the  soldiers  east  of  the  Mississippi.  In  ad- 
dition to  what  has  been  distributed,  they  have  sold  20,000  copies 
of  the  Scriptures.  These  form  only  a  portion  of  the  books  pur- 
chased by  Dr.  Hoge.  The  remainder  are  on  the  way,  and  some  of 
them  will  be  on  hand  very  shortly.  88,000  copies  of  the  different 
books  have  been  received  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety, and  of  that  number  81,000  have  been  distributed,  showing 
that  the  Society  has  not  been  idle  during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  Wilson  moved  the  following  resolution,    which  was  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  print  as 
large  a  number  of  the  minutes  of  this  Society,  as  in  «their  judgment 
may  be  deemed  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due  and  are  hereby 
returned  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moore  for  the  able  and  instructive  sermon, 
delivered  by  him  on  last  evening. 

The  Board  of  Managers  were  instructed  to  meet  immediately  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  with  a  benediction,  to  meet  again  on 
the  3d  Wednesday  in  April,  1865,  at  8  o'clock,  P,  M ,  in  the  Pres< 
byterian  Church,  Augusta,  Ga. 

J.  M.  CHAMBERS,  President. 

W  J.  HARD,  Secretary. 
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TKEASUKEK'S   EEPOET. 


GEORGE  M.  THEW,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Bible 

Society  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Br. 

To  Balance  on  hand   1st  April,  1863 $10,532  59 

"  Cash  rec'd  for  certifl's  ot  stock  of  the  Oonf.  States 30,000  00 

"      "        "  Interest  on  above  stock 1,136  48 

"      "        "        "        on  interest  bearing  notes '...    4,380  00 


"  for  memberships,  viz  : 

Annual  Members 90  00 

Life  Members 14,960  00 

Life  Directors 6,950  00 

Patrons 2,000  00 


35,516  43 


24,000  00 


"  Cash  rec'd  from  Local  Society  and  due  in  Test 2,106  38 

"    "        "    for  soldier's  fund  and  due  in  Test 7,540  65 


10,247  03 

"    "        "    for  Bibles  and  Testaments 36,425  35 

"     "        "    lor  donations 18,140  85 


$134,862  30 

Cr. 

By  Cash  paid — freight  on  Bibles  and  Test,  from  Nassau .'.  813,899  55 

"      "      "    printing  Testaments 8,324  18 

"      "      "    W.   H.  Thomas,  Agt 318  75 

"      "      "    interest   bearing  notes  (t:30) 95,000  00 

"      "      "    Certificate  for  4  per  cent  bonds 3,500  00 

98,500  00 

"      "      "    interest  on  bonds 2,100  00 

"      "      "    premium  on  bonds 3,500  00 

5,600  00 

"     "      "    Rent,   salaries,   insurance,  express,   postage,  packing 

boxes,&c : 6,995  18 

;'  Balance  on  hand  1st  April,  1864 6,224  64 

$134,862  30 
The  above  account  has  been  examined  and  found  correct. 


April  1st,  1864. 


DbS?      f  Auditing   Committee. 


12 


OOPCSTITTJTIOTV. 


-:o:- 


SBCTION  I— NAME. 

This  Society  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Bible  Society 
of  the  Confederate  States-  of  America. 

SECTION  II—OBJECTS. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  classified  under  two  depart- 
ments, yiz  :  the  publishing  and  the  distributing  departments,  the 
financial  workings  of  which  shall  be  kept  distinct  and  forever  sepa- 
rate. 

The  framing  of  the  laws  which  are  to  govern  the  Society  in  its 
distributions,  is  left  for  a  more  auspicious  season. 

The  objects  of  the  Society,  as  to  the  former  department,  shall  be 
to  encourage  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  without  note 
or  comment,  by  the  printing,  publishing,  or  procuring  of  the  same . 
The  only  copies  in  the  English  language  to  be  circulated  by  the 
Society,  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  text  now  published  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

Further,  the  Society  shall  not  be  debarred  from  undertaking  or 
aiding  in  new  translations  of  the  Scriptures  into  Foreign  languages. 

The  only  copies  to  be  circulated  in  other  tongues,  shall  be  such 
versions  as  shall  receive  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Versions,  said  Committee  to  consist  of  one  from  each  of  the  de- 
nominations sustaining  the  Society ;  Provided,  that,  until  said 
Committee  on  Versions  shall  adopt  the  needed  versions  in  Foreign 
tongues,  the  Society  shall  circulate  those  versions  issued  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

SECTION  HI— MEMBERSHIP. 

Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  as  follows  :  Annual  Members 
— being  persons  who  shall  annually  contribute  a  sum  not  less  than 
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five  dollars.  Life  Members — being  persons  who  shall  have  given 
the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  one  payment.  Life  Directors — being 
persons  who  shall  have  given  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. Honorary  Directors— being  ministers  of  the  Gospel  whose 
c®ngregations  shall  make  an  annual  contribution  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  Society.  Patrons — being  persons  who  shall  have  given  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

SECTION  IV— OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  a  Board  of  Managers,  composed  of  twenty-four  members 
of  the  Society,  seven  of  whom  shall  eonstitute  a  quorum. 

The  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  the  pres  iding  officers  of,  or  be  ap- 
pointed by,  the  State  Societies,  Associations,  or  Conventions.  In  a 
failure  to  appoint,  from  whatever  cause,  the  Board  of  Managers 
shall  make  the  appointment. 

The  President  and  Vice-Presidents,  Life  and  Honorary  Directors, 
and  Patrons,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  and  have  a  deliberative  voice  therein. 

SECTION  V-^-MANAGERS. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  be  committed  all  the  business 
affairs  of  the  Society,  subject  to  the  instructions  of  the  Society,  as 
expressed  in  its  By-Laws. 

They  shall  elect  one  of  their  number  to  be  Chairman.  They  shall 
also  elect  such  subordinate  officers  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
They  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies,  occurring  in  their  body. 

They  shall  hold  monthly  meetings,  and  shall  report  annually  to 
the  Society  the  operat  ions,  condition  and  prospects  thereof. 

SECTION  VI— ELECTIONS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  *  the  Presi- 
dent annually ;  the  Managers  to  serve  for  two  years ;  Provided, 
however,  one-half  of  the  Board  first  elected,  to  be  determined  by 
lot,  shall  serve  for  one  year. 

SECTION  VII— ANNUAL  MEETING. 

There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  when  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  shall  take  place,  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
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be  presented,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Society  transacted.  The  time 
and  place  of  the  meeting  shall  be  decided  upon  by  the  Society  at  its 
previous  meeting. 

SECTION  VIII— CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 

All  Bible  Societies  in  the  Confederacy  which  shall  express  their 
wish  to  unite  with  this  Society,  and  which  shall  agree  to  make  an 
annual  appropriation  in  aid  of  its  funds,  shall  be  received  as  Co-ope- 
rative Societies,  and  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  thereof. 

Bible  Societies,  Associations  or  Conventions,  organized  for  a 
wh©le  State,  and  which  shall  hold  a  Bible  House  or  Depository  of  the 
Scriptures  for  the  use  of  the  Bible  Societies  in  their  State,  shall  be 
classed  as  State  Associations.  All  other  Societies  shall  be  classed 
as  Branch  Associations. 

SECTION  IX— BYLAWS. 

The  Society  shall  be  empowered,  at  the  annual  meeting,  to  make 
By-Laws  for  its  government,  not  inconsistent  with  its  Constitution. 

SECTION  X— AMENDMENTS. 

No  amendment  shall  be  made  to  this  Constitution,  unless  the  same 
shall  receive  the  votes  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present  at  an 
annual  meeting  ;  and  such  amendment  must  have  been  submitted 
and  seconded  at  the  previous  annual  meeting. 
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